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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . Claim 5 and 6 recite the limitation the slide strap. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1,7-11, 13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miller. 

Miller discloses the use of a pounder with a grip disposed about a shaft which 
extends between a strap and a bumper end (see figure 1 ) and a resilient polyurethane 
non-slip bumper (paragraph 16) bumper end. 

Miller does not disclose the specific of a key or the dimensions as recited by the 
applicant. 

However, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the device as disclosed by Miller to include the 
specific dimensions as claimed by the applicant since it has been held that where the 
general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum 
workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In re Aller, 105 USPQ 233. 
With regards to the applicant's recitation of the key, it has been held that a recitation 
with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed 
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does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus satisfying the 
claimed structural limitations. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647. 



4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miller in 
view of Bergman et al. 

Miller discloses the use of a pounder with a grip disposed about a shaft which 
extends between a strap and a bumper end and a resilient non-slip bumper (paragraph 
16) bumper end. 

Miller does not disclose the use of a slide strap (see figure 13). 

However it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the device as disclosed by Miller to include the slide 
Strap as disclosed by Bergman in order to provide a securing means for a hand held 
device. 

5. Claims 3-6, 12, and 14-18 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



6. 



Claims 19 and 20 are allowed. 
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7. Papers related to this application may be submitted to Group 2800 by facsimile 
transmission. Papers should be faxed to Group 2800 via the PTO 2800 Fax Center at 
703-872-9306. 

For assistance in Patent procedure, fees or general Patent questions calls 
should be directed to the Patents Assistance Center (PAC) whose telephone 
number is 800-786-9199. Assistance is also available on the Internet at 
www.uspto.gov. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Kim Lockett whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2067. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 
am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on (571) 272-1988 > 
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